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The Problem of a Loving God



The Problem of a Loving God
Why evil and suffering?



THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL PROVES AN 
ALL-LOVING & ALL-POWERFUL GOD.  



Head, Heart, Hands



“No one can sit by the bedside of a 
dying child and believe in God.” 

– Bertrand Russell
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1. An all-powerful being can do anything.
2. An all-good being would want to prevent evil.
3. Evil exists.
4. Therefore, God is either not all powerful or not good.
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1. An all-powerful being can do anything, except that 
which is illogically possible that would violate His 
nature. 

2. An all-good being would want to prevent evil unless 
there was a sufficient reason to allow it.

Head



3. Evil exists
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3. Evil exists
4. Therefore, 

Head



3. Evil exists
4. Therefore, if there is an all-powerful God that is all-
good, then evil is an illogical possibility to prevent 
and/or He has a good (morally sufficient) reason to 
allow it. 
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“Evil is something, but it is not some thing.”
Evil was not created by God.

Evil is the absence of good.
The only way we can have evil is 
if there is a standard of good.

Head



But the LORD God warned him, ‘You may freely eat 
the fruit of every tree in the garden– except the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its 
fruit, you are sure to die.’ 

Genesis 2:16-17 (4 NLT / 2 NVI)



At the pinnacle of creation, moral
freedom and choice were given.

Heart
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At the pinnacle of creation, moral
freedom and choice were given.

To choose God or not choose God.

To choose good, or not good.

Heart



Suffering tethers us back to 
dependency on God.

Heart



“So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment 
me and keep me from becoming proud.”Three 
different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each 
time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power 
works best in weakness.”

2 Corinthians 12:7-9a (699 NLT / 814 NVI)



God is involved in our suffering…and that should bring 
comfort and hope.
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God is involved in our suffering…and that should bring 
comfort and hope.

Without God there is no purpose 
and meaning.

Heart



“And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is 
useless and you are still guilty of your sins. In that case, 
all who have died believing in Christ are lost!”

1 Corinthians 15:17-18 (691 NLT / 807 NVI)



With God, there is infinite purpose & meaning.

Heart



“I tell you these things so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble, but take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”

John 16:33 (649 NLT / 756 NVI)



“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11 (466 NLT / 549 NVI)



“And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are 
called according to his purpose for them.

Romans 8:28-29 (679 NLT / 793 NVI)



“And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are 
called according to his purpose for them. For God 
knew his people in advance, and he chose them to 
become like his Son...”

Romans 8:28-29 (679 NLT / 793 NVI)



“God whispers to us in our pleasure, speaks 
in our concerns, but shares in our pains, it 
is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

– C.S Lewis

Heart



God is not just some distant 
creator, but a God that shared 

in our discomfort and suffering.

Heart



“So the Word [Jesus] became human and made his 
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness.”

John 1:14 (637 NLT / 741 NVI)



“This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, 
for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did 
not sin.”

Hebrews 4:15 (728 NLT / 845 NVI)



God hates evil.
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God hates evil.
So much that he put skin and flesh on to suffer to begin 
the eradication of evil.
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God hates evil.
So much that he put skin and flesh on to suffer to begin 
the eradication of evil.
He suffered more than you possibly could imagine so 
that you wouldn’t have to.
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“But many were amazed when they saw him. His face 
was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from 
his appearance, one would scarcely know he was a 
man.”

Isaiah 52:14 (437 NLT / 516 NVI)



“Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never 
sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely 
home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was 
raised to life in the Spirit.”

1 Peter 3:18 (740 NLT / 856 NVI)



Hands



God has done and is continuing
to do something about evil.

Hands



1. Holy Spirit’s empowerment and strength in the midst 
of evil.
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“And when you are brought to trial in the synagogues 
and before rulers and authorities, don’t worry about 
how to defend yourself or what to say, for the Holy 
Spirit will teach you at that time what needs to be 
said.”

Luke 12:11-12 (625 NLT / 727 NVI)



“For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in 
abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through 
Christ.”

2 Corinthians 1:5 (694 NLT / 809 NVI)



1. Holy Spirit’s empowerment and strength in the midst 
of evil.

2. God leveraging evil for His plans.

Hands



“You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for 
good. He brought me to this position so I could save 
the lives of many people.”

Genesis 50:20 (33 NLT / 39 NVI)



1. Holy Spirit’s empowerment and strength in the midst 
of evil.

2. God leveraging evil for His plans.

3. Institutions set up to govern and make laws.
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“For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—
whether the king as head of state, or the officials he 
has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish 
those who do wrong and to honor those who do right.”

1 Peter 2:13-14 (738 NLT / 856 NVI)



4. The Church set up to respond to evil.

Hands



“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors 
and teachers.
Their responsibility is to equip God’s people 
to do his work and build up the church, the 
body of Christ.”

Ephesians 4:11-12 (705 NLT / 821 NVI)



“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the 
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark 
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”

Ephesians 6:12 (706 NLT / 823 NVI)



4. The Church set up to respond to evil.

5. The inevitable new Heaven and earth. 
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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old 
heaven and the old earth had disappeared…He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away.”

Revelation 21:1 & 4 (758 NLT / 877 NVI)



“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.”

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 (695 NLT / 810 NVI)



Is temporary suffering worth the wait
to meet Jesus? 
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Is temporary suffering worth the wait
to meet Jesus? 

Is temporary suffering worth the endurance
to allow others to meet Jesus?

Hands



THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL PROVES AN 
ALL-LOVING & ALL-POWERFUL GOD.  


